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How to Make a Christmas Spider Ornament

As I was reading about the the meaning of the spider for Ukrainians at  
Christmas, I thought it would be fun to try and make spiders as orna-
ments. I used beads I had hanging around the house but it would have 
been fun to go and pick out specific beads at the bead shop. 
Use pipe cleaners and plastic beads if you are working with younger 
children.
You could give them as a gift or hang them from your Christmas tree.

Trim the “tail” and “leg” 
wires, if necessary. 
Straighten out and 
arrange the legs.

The Spider at Christmas

Beads:
1 larger bead for the body
1 medium bead for the head
3 smaller beads (2 eyes plus one “tail” to hold the beads in 
place
smaller beads for the legs.

Wire (or pipe cleaners)
*The wire should be thin enough to fit through the beads but 
soft enough to be bendable 
5 pieces, each 6 inches long - make sure it will fit through 
the bead holes
Wire cutters

Lay out the beads and wire 
on a flat surface.

Put on an “eye” bead, bend the wire, 
add another “eye” bead.

Insert both wires back 
through the “head” bead.

Fold the other 6 inch pieces of wire in half so 
you know where the middle is.  
Wrap the wire 1-1/2 times, one at a time, 
around the main wire where the “neck” would 
be. (Slide each set of “legs” up towards the 
“head” so the space between the “head” and 
“body” is minimized.)

Pull tightly to secure legs 
around the main wire.
Slide the “body” bead on.

Slide the “tail” bead on.  
Wrap the wire over the 
“tail” bead and around the 
wire between the “body” 
and “tail.  

Slide beads onto leg.  
(Make a pattern if desired, 
or use random pattern.)

When you get to the end 
of the leg,  push beads 
securely against the body 
and make a bend in the 
wire so the beads don’t 
fall off (or wrap the wire 
around, between the last 
two beads).


